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Newsletter and Minutes of the August 19 t h , 2021 meeting

-UPCOMING EVENTSMonthly Meeting:
September 16th
Dear Members,
This month we will have an inperson meeting at the school as well
as virtually through Zoom!
Learn to Turn @ 6:00pm
Meeting Start/Zoom @ 6:30pm
Rick Angus Demo @ 7:00pm
Zoom link will be sent out via email!

-LEARN TO TURNLathes and sharpening station
will be available this month at
6pm!
Need help, advice, or guidance with
a current project or one you’re
hesitant to start?
Need help sharpening a certain
tool/angle or want to try the
Wolverine Vari-grind setup?
Bring your tools or projects to the
next Learn to Turn!
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President’s Notes

Rick Bugbee
WOW, since we have returned to in person meetings, we’ve had a few great ones and we have
had several guests at each one. This is a good thing for the club to continue its growth. New
members are the future of the club. If you haven’t been in a while stop in to see what’s going on.
If you feel you’re not ready to venture out yet don’t forget to ZOOM in with us. This month we
have Rick Angus doing some spindle turning. Rick always has a great program with lots of detail for
all to learn!
Last month I brought in some Sassafras and Black Walnut for a wood raffle, and I think almost
everyone got a piece. What do we have for this meeting, not sure yet, but bring some cash just in
case?
Now that we are live don’t forget to bring in your work for Show-N-Tell
Heading into October there are two things to start thinking about. 1st we need two more
demos to finish the year and second, it’s time to start thinking about officer elections. Yes, it’s
early for this topic but it’s one everyone should keep in mind. If you want to get involved with
either one, please contact me at any time.
I got the word this week regarding the school wood shop, and they have acquired insurance for
the program. 1st class is Sept 10th. It’s every Friday at 12:55 pm. If you would like to teach a class,
we would love to have the help and the pay is $100.00 per class.
If you’re interested in teaching a class, contact Rick wholesalegroupri@aol.com
I know I have said this many times, but I will repeat myself again the Club is only as strong as its
members. Step up and get involved, it’s quite rewarding as well as fun……
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Meeting Minutes
New Business
➢ OWT Website
• Redesign/New Site?
o We will need to ‘bite the bullet’ at some point and setup a new website
o Craig is trying to update the current site but is having issues uploading and
updating recent content
o Current system is very outdated and difficult to work with
• A vote was taken at the November meeting to allocate funds which passed unanimously!
• We’re in the process of gathering quotes for the update
• Bob Hopkins has found Dan Cordeiro to work on the web site.
o Craig has spoken with Dan and it looks like he can do a similar site and make it
more 2021 friendly.
o We will be deciding on which way to go once we get the estimated cost.
o Website enhancement suggestion: Add a member directory for members to contact
other members
o User Acceptance Testing (Dry Run) to be performed in September
➢ Demos Needed!!!
• Looking for members who want to help the club by doing a demonstration at our
monthly meeting.
• They can be done from your shop or at the school with Rick and Mike to do the Zoom
part.

➢ OWT Affiliate Memberships
•
•
•
•

Ocean Wood Turners is now offering affiliate memberships
Affiliate members will have access to all online club activities including e-mails,
newsletters and zoom meetings.
Affiliate members are non-voting and cannot run for offices.
The annual fee of $15.00 per year can be paid on our web site oceanwoodturners.com

➢ Interactive Remote Demo (IRD)
• New camera, stands and arms have been purchased and we are looking to invest in the
vMix program for our zoom meetings.
• We currently have 3 cameras, (2) 1080p HD and (1) 4K HD for over the headstock,
behind the tailstock and straight on (demonstrator view)

Dues for 2021 are now due and payable by CC on the website:
OWT Dues Payment Link
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Outboard Turning with Mike Feldman
I just completed a 22” round mirror. Although there are lots of techniques for making large round mirrors
without a lathe, I decided to turn it so I could get the profile I wanted.

Unfortunately, my venerable 67-year-old Delta 1460 lathe only has a swing of 12” which means I can only
turn something with a maximum of 12” diameter. However, the lathe does have an outboard spindle with
left-handed threads to allow you to turn work on the outside of the headstock. And, the lathe came with a left
handed threaded face plate.
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So, it was easy mounting the work on the outside of the headstock. However, I needed a toolrest so I could
do the turning. There are, of course, commercial outboard toolrests available, but they typically cost around
$300. There are a lot of home-made solutions for this on the internet, but the typical solution is to pour
concrete into a utility bucket and imbed a cast iron pipe into it. And my days of hauling around 60 lbs. bags of
concrete are long gone.
I found a solution that I think works a lot better. I had an old piece of 6x6 landscape timber in my garage. I
made some legs out of scrap plywood, rabbeted them into the timber and fastened them with pocket screws.
I then used a slot cutter router bit to replicate my lathe’s bed which allowed the banjo to slide in.
Here’s what it looks like:
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It worked really well. The tool rest was rock solid, it was relatively light weight, and the structure was very
stable. (Because of the wingspan of the legs, it is much more stable than the utility bucket/concrete
solutions.)
Bottom line: there were no issues with toolrest movement or vibration when I was turning. And the total
cost was $0.
Here’s how I made the mirror:
First, I created a blank, making a hexagon ring glued together and reinforced using Festool Dominos. The
technique is exactly the same as creating a ring for segmented turning, although the scale is a lot bigger. By
the way, I used poplar which had a really extraordinary grain pattern.
I then took a piece of plywood, cut it into a 22” circle and mounted it on the lathe. I mounted the blank to
the plywood using hot melt glue. I turned the back first which consisted of some minor flattening and turning
a rabbet for the mirror. I then flipped it and did the frontside turning and finish sanding.
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Some notes:
•

Several years ago, I upgraded my lathe with a VFD controller to make it both variable speed and
reversible. This is important because you need to throttle the lathe down when dealing with this large
diameter. It should be noted that with a VFD you lose torque when you run at a lower speed, so my
cuts were very light. (If anyone is interested in doing a VFD/motor upgrade to their lathe, let me know
and I’ll be glad to help.)

•

I think I would be very nervous about mounting a large bowl blank on the outboard side. Because
these blanks start out unbalanced, it would put enormous stresses on the lathe and probably cause it
to start walking across the room. The mirror blank was essentially balanced when I mounted it and it
was made of a relatively light-weight wood so there was very little inherent vibration. I might try to do
a large diameter segmented bowl using these techniques next.

•

I sourced the poplar at Newport Nautical Timbers in Bristol, RI. They have some very interesting woods
and they’re happy to work with you to get exactly what you need.

•

I created a spreadsheet that calculates the details of the segments needed for the mirror. After doing
all that work and trying to remember my high school trigonometry, I realized that I sort of recreated
what segmented turning software programs do. However, if anybody is interested, let me know and
I’ll send you a copy.

•

The mirror is finished with original Waterlox. It is destined for a bathroom, so I wanted to make it
somewhat water resistant. (I also used Titebond III for the same reason.)
You can contact me at mfeldman@alumni.brown.edu if you have any questions. - Mike Feldman
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Demo
Roland Lavoie, Paul Grenier, Mike Cotton and Rick Bugbee discussed their
finishing techniques
You need a solid base for any finish to look good!
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Paul uses Odies Oil available here: https://www.odiesoil.com/
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Mike uses Minwax Spray Laquer (Cheaper with an HVLP setup)
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Rick Uses EEE Ultra Shine Woodturner’s Finish
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Ocean Woodturners Group E-mail is Oceanwoodturner@freelist.com you must sign up to receive
this:
1. Go to Oceanwoodturners.com
2. Select become a member
3. Go to step 4 and add your e-mail to enroll
Email Jeff Mee at jmee@hotmail.com if you’re having trouble.
Check out the Ocean Woodturners Facebook page!!
Make sure to Like and Share to help bring much-needed public exposure to our Club!
www.facebook.com/OceanWoodturners/

NEXT MEETING:
Thursday September 16th, 2021 – 6:00 PM in person and 6:30 PM on Zoom
Zoom Link will be e-mailed to members and posted on Facebook

Club Website: www.oceanwoodturners.com
Club Facebook: Ocean Woodturners Facebook Page
Club YouTube: Ocean Woodturners YouTube Channel
AAW Website: www.Woodturner.org
Webmaster: Craig Verrastro
webmaster@oceanwoodturners.com

